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Summary 

The paper analyzes the 2018 local elections in South Korea. It starts off by explaining 
the country’s election system, which besides separate presidential and general 
elections also features local ones too. After discussing the evolution of the local 
election system since its introduction in 1987, and the political background to its 
somewhat late fully fledged realization in the middle of the 1990s, the paper continues 
by explaining details of the various offices that are elected at two different regional 
levels. After briefly describing central aspects of the given voting rights, and 
discussing the characteristics and current developments of political parties, the text 
then turns to the analysis of the election results. In the beginning, basic parameters 
are given – such as voter turnout rate as well as the overall distribution of votes – in 
a historical comparison, pointing out in the process the landslide victory of the 
government party of the newly (May 2017) elected liberal president Moon Jae-in. This 
is followed by a discussion of participation by and outcomes for female candidates in 
the election. Finally, the results of the simultaneously held by-elections and the 
reelection of twelve National Assembly members are explained and put into context. 
The third section of the paper addresses the reasons behind the observed outcomes, 
in particular against the backdrop of the last two rightist-conservative governments 
and the new liberal one too. The paper is summed up by a conclusion that takes a 
brief look into the near future, and tries to make sense of the regional elections' results 
— in particular regarding the Moon-administration’s likely subsequent performance, 
as well as forecasts for the upcoming general elections in 2020. 
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